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(ommencement tradition
Graduation day at Holy Cross School of Theology and Hellenic College evokes a bit of nostalgia as seminarians and undergraduates pose one
it time for their photos. In the background, the site of their spiritual nurturing, Holy Cross Chapel, stands as a beacon and sentinel atop the
“holy hill"’ of the HC/HC campus, bastion of Orthodox Christian education in the world. (Graduation coverage inside)
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Holy Cross-Hellenic College Holds 53rd Commencement

BROOKLINE, Mass. — Under a bril-
liant blue New England sky, the 48 gradu-
ates of the Class of 1995 embarked on
their own bright futures at the 53rd com-
mencement of Holy Cross School of The-
tlogy and Hellenic College on May 20.

0f those graduating, 23 received Mas-
ter of Divinity degrees, five earned a

Master’s of Theological Studies, two
received Master’s of Arts in Church Serv-
ice, two earned Master’s of Theology and
16 received Bachelor of Arts degrees.
The upbeat ceremonies also included
conferral of honorary doctorates upon
Metropolitan Philip Saliba of the An-
tiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese,

architect William G. Chirgotis, and Ange-
lus Cotsidas, a great benefactor of the
school.

Metropolitan Philip, head of the An-
tiochian Archdiocese since 1966, received
part of his theological education at Holy
Cross in the mid-1950s. Archbishop Iako-

See GRADUATION, Page 5

Patriarch Visits
Holy Land,
Meets Leaders

From OPS-Syndesmos, Associated Press
and other reports

JERUSALEM — Ecumenical Patri-
arch Bartholomew, spiritual leader of the
world’s 250 million Orthodox Christians,
made his first official visit to Jerusalem
and the Holy Land on May 9-15 and met
with top Israeli and Palestinian officials.

He was met at the Jaffa Gate entrance
to Jerusalem’s walled Old City by 50 Or-
thodox priests and hundreds of believers
who laid flowers in his path as a sign of
love and respect, according to reports.

Emerging from the Church of the Holy
Sepulchre, Patriarch Bartholomew said
he prayed for peace everywhere, “but es-
pecially here because the very message
of peace has been brought first of all here
to this Holy Land.”

He was accompanied on his week-long
visit by Orthodox Metropolitans Ger-
manos of Traianoupolis, Panteleimon of
Belgium, Meliton of Philadelphia and
Philippos of Tyanon, by cardinals and
priests and about two dozen Greek Ortho-
dox Americans selected for the pil-
grimage.

During his stay, Patriarch Bar-
tholomew met with PLO Chairman Yasir

.Arafat in Gaza City.

Arafat is reported to have asked the
Patriarch to help him secure Palestini-
an claims to Jerusalem.

The Ecumenical Patriarch promised
Arafat support and prayers “for the to-
tal implementation of all U.N. resolu-
tions, especially those related to the
Palestinian problem ... The main aim of
our visit to you is to tell you that we sup-
port you morally,” the Patriarch said.

Gaza is home to about 3,000 Orthodox
Christians. The strip also has one of the
world’s oldest Orthodox churches, built
in 410 AD.

The Patriarch met with Israeli leaders,
including President Weizman and Prime
Minister Yitzhak Rabin.

““The dangers in store from any viola-
tion by the agreeing parties are clear to
all and must be seriously considered,”
Patriarch Bartholomew told President
Weizman, according to a statement dis-
tributed by the Patriarch’s aides.

“Blessings (are) borne by honoring
agreements and cohesion among peo-
ples,” the statement continued, without
mentioning specific violations.

Palestinian authorities have protested
strongly in recent days against Israeli
plans to confiscate 140 acres of mostly
Arab-owned land in East Jerusalem to
build Israeli homes.

In a later meeting, the Patriarch urged
Prime Minister Rabin to move forward
with the talks with Palestinian authori-
ties, but Religious Affairs Minister Shi-
mon Shetreet said ‘‘I think (the

See PATRIARCH, Page 23
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Historic First Meeting between Patriarch, Pope

A Visit Filled
with Symbolism

(Editor’s note: The following Religion
News Service story was written Wednes-
day, June 28, at the start of Patriarch
Bartholomew’s visit with Pope John
Paul IT at the Vatican).

By Steven Heilbronner

¢. 1995 Religion News Service

VATICAN CITY — Pope John Paul II
does not often share center stage. But in
a gesture rich in symbeolism, the pontiff
will worship side by side on Thursday
with Patriarch Bartholomew I, the arch-
bishop of Constantinople and spiritual
leader of the Orthodox Churches.

The service celebrating the holiday of
Sts. Peter and Paul caps a three- day
visit by.Bartholomew and his first papal
meeting at the Vatican as patriarch. The
visit marks only the seventh time that a
patriarch has met with a pope since the
Great Schism of 1054.

More coverage pages 11, 24

At his regular Wednesday audience,
the 75-year-old pontiff accentuated the
importance he places on the meeting,
saying of the patriarch, ‘“His visit will be
an effective contribution for the progress
of ecumenism.”

In welcoming the 57-year-old Bar-
tholomew, who was elected patriarch in
1991, the pope said Tuesday: “Your
presence is, in my eyes, an expression of
rich spiritual patrimony and of the vari-
ety of gifts of the Orthodox Church.”

The pope added, “It is possible to be
certain of our likeness and our willing-
ness to collaborate on the unique gospel.”

John Paul has made numerous over-
tures to the Orthodox and Protestant
churches in an attempt to ease tensions
that began with the 11th century schism
and rose anew with the 16th century Pro-
testant Reformation.

In June, John Paul published an ency-
clical on ecumenism in which he ac-
knowledged that the church shared
blame for previous schisms and em-
braced measures to enhance unity
among the Christian faiths.

But while saying the Roman Catholic
Church was willing to continue negotia-
tions over theological differences be-
tfween Rome and the Protestant and
Orthodox churches, the pope also made
ifclear that essential Catholic teachings
will not be compromised and reunion
must happen essentially on Vatican
terms — meaning that the pope would re-
main the prime authority on the Christi-
an faith.

The pope made oblique reference to the
“primacy,” or full authority, of the papa-
¢y during the Wednesday audience in St.
Peter’s Basilica.

While he said that the split with Con-

stantinople had ““contributed to the rich
spirituality of the Universal Church,” he
added, ““‘Jesus wanted to institute in the
apostles a specific authority, fulfilling the
teaching that “who listens to you, listens
to me.”

He added, “In this perspective, the
meaning of what the ministry specifically
assigned to Peter and to his successors
in well understood. It is fundamental that
the word of Christ is entrusted in the tra-
dition of the evangelical.”

Bartholomew was visiting Turkey’s
ambassador to the Holy See when the
pope made the remarks. A second pri-
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PATRIARCH AND POPE prepare to exchange the ‘‘kiss of peace’’ during the service
at St. Peter’s Basilica at the Vatican on June 29.

vate meeting between the two leaders
was to be held later in the day.

The patriarch’s visit to Rome has
resembled a diplomatic shuffle, as he
met not only with cardinals, bishops and
other Vatican officials, but also with am-
bassadors, seminarians and an Orthodox
group from the United States.

But perhaps the richest symbolic event
will fall on Thursday, when the pope ex-
ercises his primacy as leader of the
church by sharing his authority during
the annual worship to celebrate the holi-
day of Sts. Peter and Paul.

See SYMBOLISM, Page 23

Pope, Patriarch
Pledge Unity

VATICAN CITY (OPS-Syndesmos) —
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew met
with Pope John Paul II in the Vatican in
a historic visit to mark St. Peter’s day,
June 29.

The spiritual leader of the world’s 250
million Orthodox Christians signed a
joint statement with the Roman Cathol-
ic leader pledging their separated
Churches would seek greater unity as the
year 2000 approaches.

The statement said improved relations
between the world’s Roman Catholics
and Orthodox Christians would help the
‘cause of peace and they also issued an ap-
peal to save the environment and for
Eastern European countries to be al-
lowed to join the European Union.

““We believe that more concerted and
active cooperation will also facilitate the
influence of the Church on peace and
justice in the areas of political and eth-
nic conflict,” the statement said, as
reported by international press agencies.

The statement was signed after the
celebration of a solemn mass presided by
the pope in St. Peter’s Basilica, and at-
tended by the Orthodox patriarch.

The mass ended a three-day visit to the
Vatican by Ecumenical Patriarch Bar-
tholomew I.

The statement urged ‘‘everybody, with
the greatest of care, to address the cur-
rently critical ecological problem to
avoid the grave danger . . . of the per-
verse use of resources that are gifts of
God.” It added: “We also pray for the full
realization, without delay, of the Europe- -
an Union, hoping that its borders will be
enlarged toward the East.”

The Catholic-Orthodox split was sealed
by mutual excommunications in 1054 fol-
lowing a series of disagreements on fun-
damental theological issues between the
Roman pope and the four other great
‘“Eastern” Christian centers: the Patri-
archates of Constantinople, Jerusalem,
Alexandria and Antioch.

The Orthodox and Roman Catholic
Churches mutually nullified the excom-
munications in 1971, seven years after
Pope Paul VI and the Orthodox Ecumen-
ical Patriarch Athenagoras embraced on
Jerusalem’s Mount of Olives.

In his address to the congregation
gathered in the Basilica, Patriarch Bar-
tholomew said the time had come to close
the chapter on “many afflictions and just
as many humiliations” and called divi-
sions among Christians “one of the
beasts’ afflicting humanity.

The pope said the start of Christianity’s
third millennium in the year 2000
represented a “‘great challenge” for hu-
manity and particularly for Christians.

“We cannot, therefore, remain sepa-
rated;” the pope told the congregation. In

See UNITY, Page 23
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‘H avaykmn ocuvepyacios Kolvi] SLUmicTMON
tiig lotopikiig cuvavineng Hatprapyn-Ilara

NEA YOPKH. — Mwa Edponn nov
Ba Srevpiver ta cvvopd g TG Tig
dvatolikeg yMpeg, kai 1 menoi®non
o1 pud mo EvepynTikn cuvepyacia pe-
&0 kaBohik®dv koi 6pHodoEmv, B
propoilice vi dievkolvvel v énidpa-
on t1¢ "Exxinciog yia eipfivn kai 8i-
Katootvn otnv tpanyv Movykochabia
kol otig meproyég nov ndpyovv mokt-
TIKEG Kai £Bvikeg ovykpovoels. Ta na-
pamdvo, pali pe v oy va tpoym-
pricovv ano kotvol oi dvo ékkAnoieg
010 Tpookuvnpa npog tov Twbnlaio
100 2000, drotehodv 1a KUpla onpeia
fig ko1viig nAmong mod bréypayay 6
[anog "Todvvng [Modlog B kai 6 Oi-
xovpevikdg IMarpiapyneg x. Bapboiro-
paiog petd 10 téhog T®V cuvopthidv
mov elyav TOV mEPUCHEVO pfiva, ©TO
Botikavo.

Zv npod1n tov éniokeyn otiv Ek-
kAnoia tfic Popung petd v ékioyn
0V o010 Opdvo 11 'OpBodoting, N
A.@.II. 6 Oixovpevikog Matprapyng
elye onpavtikég ocvvopidieg pé tov
npokabripevo tfig Popaiokaborikiic
’ExxAnoiac.

‘H érioxeyn, mob £yive pé v &o-
xouipia tfig Opovikiig oprfic tiic "Ex-
kAnoiag tfig Poung, dpyioe otig 27 °1-

ovviov pg tnVv ddiEn tod Oixovpevi- .

koD [Tatpidpyn 616 depodpduio drov-
prtoivo tfig Pdung. Tov dmodéytnkav
6 «npwBunovpyoc» 100 Batikavod,
kepdivdiiog “Avtlelo Zovidvo, 6 O-
mevBuvog yid ToV Sy proTiaviko did-
Loyo xapdivdliog “Evtovapvt Kd-
ot kai GAha péhn tod moviidpikod
oupBoviiov.

‘0 Oikovpevikog IMatprapyng ki 1
énionun dvtumpoconsio, wov Gnote-
Lobvtav anod tovg Mmntponohiteg 'E-
¢éocov Xpuoootopo, Prradeldeiog
Mekitove, ‘'Ttaliog Znupidwvae, Ttov
‘Enickono Awoxkieiog Kdhisto, tov
IMpwtonpecBitepo Aavink Nav xai
pern tfig moTplapyixiic avific, Kateu-
Buvlnke mpog Tov mipyo tob ‘Aviov
'lodvvov, 610 Batikavo, 6mou tov [Ma-
tpuipyn k. BapBoiopaio vmodéyOnke
énionpa 6 Manag "lodvvng Madhog.

Tav Mépntn 29 ’lovvév, o1 Baoct-
Aikny oG ‘Ayiov IMétpov, 6 Manag "To-
dvvng IMablog téheoe Aeitovpyia ma-
povoia tob Oikovpevikod [Matpdapyn
k. BapBolopaiov, pé dmoxopidmpa
v Gnayyeiia tob ZupBorov tiig ITi-
OTEMG OTG EAANVIKG Kai ywpig TV
npocBr kN 10D «drhidkBen, midc Ex TV
Pucikdv aitidv tod oylopotog tod
1054 p.X.

’Emiotéyaope €niong tfig émioke-
yng ATav 10 Keipevo 1ol kowvol Gva-
kowobiviog mov ouvunEypayav oi
0vo mvevpatikol fyéteg kai dvadipe-
AL TNV AVAYKN CUVEPYOOIiaC Yid TV
rpodnen tfig eiprivng. ,

Oi oyéoeig KabBorikdv kai 'Opbo-
dokwv  yvapioav idwoitepe peydia

BATIKANO. — Mt ta Ebayyéhia dyopéiva ata yépra tovg, & Oikovpevikig Matprapyne
k. BupBolopaiog kai 6 Manag Tadvvng Mabhog B* arayyélovy 1o Lipbolo tiig IMistemg

oti) Bacihiki tob ‘Ayiov IMétpov. (Bréne kai oehida 1 kai 24)

(Powt. Anp. Mavdyov)

"ExkAnon o¢t0 Batikavo
VO, ATOPUYEL TIC TPOKANGELS

KQONEITANTINOYIIOAH, (ATIE).
— ‘H Awop86d0oEn "Emitpont) @solroyi-
kot Awlodyov dnevBiver Exkinomn
npog tNv Popaiokaborikt "ExkAnoia
vo. anodvyer kdbe ékdniwon Eopra-
opol yeEyovoT®V mov EXouv @pvnTikKa.
doptioer ™ pvipn tiic "OpHOdoENg
’ExxAnociag.

’Avakowvebev 1fic "Emitponiic mov

ouvijABe 010 Pavapr, émonuaiver i-
dwritepa v Enepyopevn EnEtelo TGV
TETPOKOCIOV YpoOvVev Gnd Tiig ovy-
KAfoeng Thg «Evotikficy, ocuvodov
tod Brest Litovsk to 1595-1596.
- ‘H A1opB86d0En 'Emitpont) cuvekAn-
61 o010 ®avdpt KOTONMLY TPOCKANGEDG
tob Oikouvpevikot IMatprapyn k. Bap-
Bolopaiov xai aEloddynoe iV Topeia
100 drahdyov pé ) Popatokaboiikn
’ExkAnocia, 0o 10 ¢pdg TV VE®V TTpo-
tdoemv Tijg mamikiis "Eykvkiiov Ut
unum sint Tepi 1AV KkpLnpiev tod Oto-
Aoyikob Altadoyou petald tdv ovo "Ex-
KANGL@V.

‘H AtopBddo&n "Emitponty, otiv 0-
noia ocvppeteiyov Exknpoconol OV
’ExkAnoidv  1figc  Kovotavtivound-
Aewe, tiic "AleEavdpeiac, tfig "AvTio-
xelag, tiic Zepbiog, tfig Pouvpaviag,
tii¢ Mewpyiag, tiig ‘EAAGdag, tiig "Ak-
Baviag kai tiig ®viavdiag, droypdpu-
pioe 0Tt TO KelpeEVO TO OYETIKO ME
v Obvia, Tod KatepticTtnke o€ npo-
nyovpévn dopfodoln cuvdvinon otod
Baiamand 100 AtBdvov, «nepiéyel on-
HOVTIKEG TPOTACELS YU TNV E£WOLKO-
SOUNTIKT) GVILHETONLON TOV MECTIKDV
TPOKTIKOV mTpoBinudrov mod dnui-
ovpyel 1] Ovviar. '

‘H AwopB6dotn 'Emitpont) &vnpue-
pwlnke anod tov Oikovpeviko Mazpt-

apyn xoi yd tig ovintioelg tov elyxe
npocdate oto Batikavo peé tov INana

’loavvn [Madho 1ov B kai droddoioe

va cvveylofel 6 dudroyog pe v Kao-
Bolk™ 'ExxAnoia povo o1o Bépa tiig
Ovdviag. Mévo petd v éktipnon g
rpoddov mov 0d onueiwbel Ba Erave-
EetacBel 7| Suvatdtnta diedpuveng
1@V Bepdtov 100 Staddyov, dvadépouy
NYES TTi CLVOVINOE®G.

Oi dnodpdoelg avteg Tijg Atopfodo-
Eng 'Emtponiic 00 petadepBodv o1
popatokafoiik TAevpd, 4o Tov 'Ap-
xeniokono Avotpaiiag ZtuAlavo, 6
omoiog kai éEovo1080T1ONKE «va Evep-
Y1ogt kataAlnhog Sid thv tpodinciy
TV TPOTACEMVY.

Ao 11 ovvdvinon dnovcialav ol
’Exkinocieg ‘lepocolvpwv, Poociag,
Bovkyapiag, Kunpov, IMolwviag xai
Toeyiog ThoBaxking «81” dveEdptntoug
npog 10 Bépa Adyoug», «kaitor Opi-
cpévar €€ adtdv elyov dpioel kai todg
£Kmpoc®novg Tav», avadiper 10 oye-
TIKO dvakolvelBév moly ££edo0n oto
davdpi.

‘H Zovaén 1dv 'Opodd&wv Matpr-
apy®dv Tov cuvekAinin 616 Gavdpt 10
Maptio 1ot 1992, katrjyyeihe thv évi-
oy von 1oL mapeiye 10 Batikovo of d-
momelpeg Gvabimong tdv Aeyopévov
oOVITLK®Y EKKANGLOV Kuplng oty Ov-
kpavia, 1 Pocia kai v dvatolikn
Ebpdnn, kai droddcioe vi nepropicet
10 Bgoloyiko didhoyo pé pévo 10 04-
pa tiig Ovviag.

‘H Ovvia, anacyoinoe kai 11) cuvd-
vineon mov glyxe otd 1éhog ol mepa-
opévou prva 616 Batikavo 6 Oikovpe-
vikog IMatpuapyng k. BapBoropaiog pé
tov ldana "lodavvy Madro tov B,

npobinuata ta tedevtoia ypovia, AS-
YO TOV GLYKPOVGEMY TTOU GKoiovOn-
cov TN didAivon tig INovykooraBiac,
Gl kol Aoy Tiig évBdppuveng mov
000nke dno 10 Batikavo of mpoomd-

- Bereg TpooNAVTIGUOD TV TGTAY TdV

Kavovik®v OpBodotwv "Exkkincidy
g avatohikiic Ebpdnng kai tiig vma-
yoyfig Tovg otV £Eovoia tod IMdna.

Ot tipég 6pwg, nov énedpvrate 6 IMd-
TOG OTOV TVELHOTIKO NYETN EKATO-
pupimv "OpBodo&wv ava tnv Hdpniio,
gde1&av 10 ONUAVTIKO pOLo TOD Grodi-
detat oty "OpB6dotn "Exkinoia ano
6Ahovg, oupnepirapBavopévon tobd Ba-
TIKovoD.

‘O Tovtipnkog piinoe pé Beppda L6-
Yo Y1 Tov «ayonnto adeldo» Matpi-
apyn BapBoropaio kai yupaxtipice
Tig &nadeg «moAbTIun evKLpia yii THY
npoaywyn 100 dialdyov peTald TdOV
dvo 'ExkkAncidv o610 dpopo tiic opa-
tfig Evotntog 1dv Xpiotiavikdv "Ek-
KAncidw».

210 mhaicro, GAimote, adtd Kiv-
Onke xai 1} dAoon 100 Oikovpevikod
[Motprapyn 611 «avtd nod pag Evdvouy
elvat  mepiocdtepa and  adta
Tov pag xmpilovvy.

To Betico khipa nov nikpdinoe Ka-
10 TV éniokeyn kabog kai Kotd Tig
EMOVEIANUUEVEG CUVAVTITIOELS TGV TPO-
Kkafnuévov t@v dvo 'EkkAncidv, dg
Koi T Kowod dvokoivebév, dikaiolo-
YOOV 10 X0POKTNPICUO Th|G Emickeyng
g «ioTOPLKTICY.

«"Exovpe Onoypéwon vi kabricov-
pe o1o tpoméll kai va mpowdicovpe
10 didroyo. Adtog elvar & povog mov
6onyet omv eiprivn. "Olot, 61 pévo
tuelc, &xovpe vmoypéwon v mpoyw-
pricovpe oty Evotnrta» sine 6 Oikov-
pevikog IMatprapyng, &vd pe 16 peai-
opod mov tov draxpivel, 6 IManag dE&-
ppace v edyN «f Tpitn xEeTnPida
va Bpel tv Kabohikn kai tHv "Ophos-
d0En ExkAncia dv 61 Evopdvee Tov-
Adytotov Aydtepo Siyoopévecy.

Z1a mhaicwa tiig Eniokeynig tov, f
A.@O.I1. eiye xai idwaitepn ovvdavinon
pé moAivmAndf 6pdda ‘Erinvop0ods-
Eov g "Apepikiig mov 1oV cuvddevay
otV énickeyt| Tov oty ‘lTtaiia.

1 Beveria

‘O Oikovpevikog TMatpidpyng k.
BapBolopaiog émoxépOnke kai i) Be-
vetia, €8pa tiig 'OpBodsEov "Emcko-
niig, 6mov tov tnodéyxbnke 6 Mntpo-
noitng 'ltakiog k. Znvpidwv, 6 Eknpo-
ocwnog tob Kapdivariov Mdapko Toé,
ol itohikeg "Apyés kai 6 npéobng tiig
‘EALddag 616 Batikavo Mempyrog Xpi-
GTOYLEVVIC.

¢ opthio Tov 610 TUKVO EKKANGIa-
opa tod vaou tol ‘Ayiov I'ewpyiov Tijg
Bevertiag, 6 [Mavayiotatog sine 611 ka-

(Suvéyswa oTi) oed. 15)
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: ] HIS ALL HOLINESS met with members of the Vatican’s College of
'8 > Cardinals at a ree_epﬁou.

PATRIARCH BARTHOLOMEW, Pope John Paul II, and Cardinal Angelo Soldano, the Vaﬁ-
can’s secretary of state. The two church leaders held three meetings.

‘One of Most Important Ecumenical
Encounters in Decades’

[——— y
THE PATRIARCH visited the Gregorian Univer-
sity of Rome, where he did post-graduate study from
1963 to 1968, with Dr. Peter-Hans Kolvenbach S.J.,
a classmate who is now vice chancellor of the school.
The Patriarch earned his doctorate at the Univer-
sity’s Institute of Eastern Studies.

DURING HIS time in Rome, Patriarch Bartholomew also visited several local
churches, including St. Bartholomew’s Roman Catholic Church where he met

By Luigi Sandri
Ecumenical News International

ROME (ENI) — Pope John Paul II and Ecumenical
Patriarch of Constantinople Bartholomew I gave a
historic blessing and greeting on June 29 in St. Peter’s
Basilica.

Bartholomew, who is “inter pares” or first among
equals of Orthodox leaders, spoke during the gathering
of the need for “the primacy of the kenotic ethos (hu-
mility) which alone can “restore the unity of (the Chris-
tian) faith.”

The Roman Catholic and Orthodox churches together
include the majority of Christians worldwide.

Church observers described the gathering as “‘one of
the most important ecumenical encounters in decades.”

The Pope and the Patriarch were greeted with en-
thusiastic applause when they arrived at the basilica
for a “liturgy of the word” during which both church
leaders were seated, significantly, on identical chairs.

After the gospel was read in Latin and in Greek, the
Ecumenical Patriarch preached in Italian, saying that
“humility and repentance’ were the means to overcome
the “long-standing division’’ between the ‘“‘Church of
Constantinople” and the “Church of Rome.”

Reminding the congregation that today was the Ro-
man Catholic Church’s feast of St. Peter, Patriarch Bar-
tholomew said, “With God’s help, today we have
reached an apostolic maturity of conscience which im-
pels us to seek not primacy among persons but among
the church’s ministries of service.”

Dimitri
Panagos
photos

with many young people and was greeted with warm applause.

After stressing that ““integrity of faith”” was linked to
true Christianity, the Patriarch said that being faith-
ful to God required “‘self-criticism’’ and, to restore the
unity of the church, “the primacy of humility.” Welcom-
ing “our dear brother from Constantinople,”” the Pope
quoted the words of Christ to St. Peter—*“You are Peter
and on this rock I will build my church’ - saying that
the words were ‘‘overwhelming‘‘ and an “‘unfathoma-
ble mystery.”

The Pope also said that within the Roman Catholic-
Orthodox commission set up in 1979, the Roman Catholic
Church had shown a firm resolution to elucidate the
traditional doctrine of the Filioque—referring to the
words in the Nicene Creed which have long been a bone
of contention between the Western and Eastern
Churches. At the end of the gathering the two church
leaders exchanged a kiss of peace and then together
blessed the congregation.

Rev. Thomas Fitzgerald, executive director of the
World Council of Churches” Unit I — Unity and
Renewal—and a theologian of the Greek Orthodox Arch-
diocese of (North and South) America, a province of the
Patriarchate of Constantinople, said that the meeting
between the two leaders “comes at a time when rela-
tions between the Roman Catholic Church and the Or-
thodox Church are strained on many fronts.”

He added that, however, “with the approaching
millennium in view, Pope John Paul II has clearly
demonstrated in his recent writings a willingness to
listen to the Orthodox and to once again enter into a di-
alogue which looks towards the restoration of full com-
munion between Christian East and West.”

EVERYWHERE HE traveled, the Patriarch received an enthusiastic response from
the Romans, including this group of Catholic nuns.




