!P0pe Paul Willing to Meet Patriarch

VATICAN CITY (AP)—A
Vatican official said Wednes-
day that Pope Paul VI has in-
dicated a willingness to meet

Patriarch Athenagoras I,
spiritual leader of world Or-
thodoxy, during the Roman
Catholic leader’ trip to the

Holy Land Jan. 4-6.

The official said the spiritual
ruler of the world's 550,000.-
000 Roman Catholics informed
Athenagoras about the pur-
pose of his Holv Land trip and

in doing so indicated a willing-
! ness 1o mecet the patriarch in

! Palestine 1if  Athenagoras  de-
cides to go there

In announcing his unprece-
dented trip a week ago, Pope
Paul said he hoped it would
serve the cause of Christian
unity.

ATHENAGORAS, who
gave up his American citizen-
ship to become spiritual leader

of 150,000,000 Orthodox
Christians, proposed last Fri-
day that a Christian summit
meeting be held in the Holy
Land during the Pope’s visit
there.

The ofticial said the Pope
made no mention in his letter
of Athenagoras’ proposal for
such a conference.

But the official said the let-
ter was in effect a reply to
Athenagoras and a diplomatic
way of letting it be understood
that the Pope will be in the
Holy Land and that if Athena-
goras is there the two could
meet informally.




