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CHURCH LEADERS, Pope Paul
head of the world's Orthodox Churches,
St, Peter's Basilica in the Vatican.

Athenagoras,
embrace at door of

VI and Patriarch

It was the first visit of an Orthodox patriarch to a
Pope in more than 500 yeass. (AP)

Pope Hails Patriarch as Envoy of Unity

Asssclialead Treds
VATICAN CITY—Pope Paul VI and Patriarch
Athenagoras prayed side by side in St. Peter's Basllic

today, repeatedly

embraced in the kiss of peace and

ledged unceasing efforts to reunile Christianity.
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Never in the hisl { the
two churches ha uch a
meeting occurred—ihe lead-
gr of the worlds had-pil
lian Roman Cathelits and
the head of the 150 million
Orihodox praying togethel
inside the largest church in
Christendom.

Tt was the first visit by a
leader of Orthedoxy since
the Church split apart in
105¢ and marked a glant
step toward future reunion.

Bafore cardinals, Ortho-
dox metropolitang and the
200 bishops from around the
world here for the Vatican
synod, Pope and patriach
vowed anew to do all in their
power o0 make reunion a
reality some day

in a speech to the patri-
arch, Pope Paul declared God
edemands with greater In-

sistence than ever that we
be one that the world may
believe.”

The Pope sald the
poing on in e Catholic
Church *“iz in fact the mosi
fundamental prereguisite for
our drawing closer 10 one an-
olher.'

He added irs our ef-
forts for renewal we see a
of the action of ihe

urging us on lo re-
esiablish full communion
with one another and pre-
paring us far it, does not the
contemporary Wworld, filled
with unbalief in many forms
slso give us a perempiory Te-
minder of the need we have
for unity with one another?"

This marked their third
meeting. Athenagoras came
to Rome to repay the visil
the Pops made to him in
tstanbul last July. They met

renewal
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first In January, 1064, in
Jerusalem, when Pope Paul
mate the first trip outside
Italy by a modern pontift
“] bring you a message of
peare and joy,” Alhenagoras
told Eugene Cardinal Tis-
carant, dean of the College of
Cardinals, who with iwo
other cardinals greeted the
pairiarch =% the airpors
The Orthodax Church,
with 150 million members, s
closer in doctrine and spirit
t0 the 500-million member
Raman Catholic Church than
any other Christian faith.
Because of thia, the grow-
ing rapport between the
Pope and ibe Patriarch is
expecied to produce the moss
fruitful developments in the
drive 1o reunite the world's
Christian churches
Although Pope Paul and
Athenagoras were cxpected
to give priority in their talks
10 advancing the reunion of
their churches, tha new flare-
up between Israel and Egyps
appeared likely 1o command
thelr attentlon also.

Bishops Ask Pope Speak Out
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cial commitiee of Pope Paul's
consultative synod of bishops
{oday recammended that he

jssue & clear-cut document
on matters of doctrine and
morals, including birth con-
trol

This followsz & resolution
passed by a Congress of anno
Roman Catholic laymen here
last week asking the Vatican
to leave the choice of birth
control methods to married
couples,

The month-long Synod,
drawing an cond, Sug-
gested that the Vatican put
out a positive and pastoral
declaration to meei cemands
{or a new rule of faith in the
ferment following the 1563-
&85 Vatican council.

The declaration would in-
¢lude church teaching on
moral problems and there-
fore birth control. A Vatican
spokesman said.

Demands for a new rule of
faith were aired in 1ne
Synod to establish what Lhe
world's 550 mulion Catholics
should believe and what

they should not following
the spread of clashing inler-
pretations of modern church
teaching.

The Pope has been study-
ing the birth contrel issue
for over a year now alter
receiving a repert from a
special commission of ex-
perts,

He has not closed the door
0 = peossibje relaxation of
the Catholic ban on conira-
cepiive pills

The spokesman sald the
suggestion for the document
was announced during dis-
cussions today on a report
by a syned commiilce sum-
marising the bishop's views
on doetrinal issues.

Fr. Edward Dhanis, a jes-
uit and special seccetary for
Svnod discussions on doc-
trine, has reported that many
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suggestions for a new rule
of faith had been made and
the best method to comply
with all these demands s for
the Vatican 1o pul gut a posi-
tive declaration.

He said ths Pope would
eventually decide on the -
pal procedure,

Athenagoras came o Home
sfter a tour of Yugosiavia,
Romania and Bulgaris. He
conferred with heads of ihe
Orthodoy Churches in those
couniries seeking suppori
for his unity «forts

Unlike the Pope, Patriarch
Atkenagoras does not have
absolute command in his
church. The various branches
of orthodoxy independ-
ent. and he has only tae
prestige of being fArst among
the peers

But his conteciy wiin 1
Pope have had [favorsble
repercussions, Even the
Greek Orthodox Chureh,
which haz been the most
tenacious Orthodox opponent
better relations with the
Vatican, has softened

The new primate of Greece
Archbishop leronymos, re-
cently said he favored the
vizit of Athenagoras o the
Pope and declared tha: he
himself would welcome &
meeting with the pontiff.
Athenagoras told the Pope
13t in this historic moment
he hesrd “the voice of the
church of the catacombs and
the mariyrs of Colos-
seum calling us o use every
means and method o accom-
plish the sacred work that
has begun—that of the union
of the divided church of
Christ—not only because it
carries out the will of God
but also that the world may
spe shining again what 15 the
first principle of the church
=ynity,’
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